POLTICAL ACTIVITY


HATCH ACT - 5 U.S.C. 7321-26





The Hatch Act covers political activities of Federal employees.  As a federal employee you may actively participate in partisan political management and political campaigns as described below.    


May -


Attend and be active at political rallies and meetings 


Join and be active member of a political party or club 


Sign nominating petitions


Campaign for or against referendum questions, constitutional amendments, municipal ordinances


Campaign for or against candidates in  partisan elections


Make campaign speeches for candidates in partisan elections


Distribute campaign literature in partisan elections


Hold office in political clubs or parties


Attend political fundraising functions


Be candidates for public office in nonpartisan elections


Register and vote as they choose


Assist in voter registration drives 


Express opinions about candidates and issues


Contribute money to political organizations


May not —


Use official authority or influence to interfere with an election


Solicit or discourage political activity of anyone with business before their agency


Solicit or receive political contributions (may be done in certain limited situations by federal labor or other employee organizations)


Be candidates for public office in partisan elections


Engage in political activity while —


On duty


In a government office


Wearing an official uniform


Using a government vehicle


Wear political buttons on duty


�


Career Senior Executive Service (SES) members are subject to the following restrictions:


May —


Express opinions about candidates and issues


Register and vote as they choose


Assist in non-partisan voter registration drives


Participate in campaigns in which none of the candidates represents a political party


Attend political rallies and meetings


Join political clubs or parties


Sign nominating petitions


Campaign for or against referendum questions, constitutional amendments, municipal ordinances


May not —


Be candidates for office in partisan elections


Campaign for or against candidates or slates of candidates in partisan elections


Make campaign speeches


Collect contributions for, or sell tickets to, political fundraising functions


Distribute campaign material in partisan elections


Organize or manage partisan political rallies or meetings


Hold office in partisan political clubs or parties


Circulate nominating petitions


Wear political buttons to work


Register voters on behalf of a particular political party





Additional information regarding the Hatch Act is available at http://www.osc.gov.  The Office of Special Counsel is available to issue advisory opinions to persons seeking advice about political activity under the Hatch Act.  You may request such advice by phone, fax, or e-mail.


Hatch Act Unit�U.S. Office of Special Counsel�1730 M Street, N.W., Suite 300�Washington, D.C. 20036-4505�Tel: (800) 85-HATCH or (800) 854-2824 or (202) 653-7143 �Fax: (202) 653-5161


E-mail: hatchact@osc.gov 


